
SUMMER READING 2019
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS DEPARTMENT



One FAMILY, One BOOK, 
One EAGLE NATION

 All grade levels will read 1 book
 Teachers, support personnel, admin team are encouraged to participate

 English teachers will assess at the beginning of the school year however they see 
fit for their particular students



Book Info
Three different kids. One mission in common: ESCAPE.

 Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps 
looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other side of the world…

 Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her country, she and her 
family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety and freedom in America…

 Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and 
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe…

All three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face 
unimaginable dangers–from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there 
is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by 
continents and decades, surprising connections will tie their stories together in the end.



Commentary 

 Gratz accomplishes a feat that is nothing short of brilliant…Poignant, respectful, and historically 
accurate while pulsating with emotional turmoil, adventure, and suspense. —Kirkus - STARRED 
REVIEW

 Filled with both tragic loss and ample evidence of resilience, these memorable and tightly plotted 
stories contextualize and give voice to current refugee crises… —Publisher's Weekly - STARRED 
REVIEW

 A stunning, poignant novel about the plight of refugees… Grade A. —Entertainment Weekly

 This compelling novel will help young people make sense of today’s refugee crisis. Meant to be 
read, discussed, and shared widely. —School Library Journal

 Some novels are engaging and some novels are important. Refugee is both. —Ruta Sepetys, author 
of Between Shades of Gray

 A gripping, visceral, and hold-your-breath intense story of three young refugees. —John Green



Where to Buy

Amazon:
• https://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-

Grhttps://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-
Gratz/dp/0545880831/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=
alan+gantz&qid=1558440590&s=gateway&sr
=8-
1atz/dp/0545880831/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=a
lan+gantz&qid=1558440590&s=gateway&sr=
8-1

Barnes and Noble:
• https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/refuge

e-alan-
gratz/1125808787?ean=9780545880831#/

Pricing:
 Amazon:

 Hardcover: $11.95 (free shipping)

 Paperback: $6.25 ($3.99 shipping)

 Barnes and Noble:
 Hardcover: $16.99 (free shipping)
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